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Six locations for which multiannual time series of column transparency were compiled:
Pavlovsk, Tiirikoja, Tartu, Tõravere, Moscow, Feodosiya; numbers 1, 2, and 3 indicate thermal electrical power stations. Calculation scheme -2 steps
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Volcanic impact
 In the Crimea, a long decreasing tendency in column transparency started in 1945.
 For the US stations (Madison, Lincoln, Bluehill) it was noted even an earlier start of the decrease, from the end of the 1930s.
 In Estonia the decrease started in the1950s, also apparently due to increasing industrial and agricultural pollution.
 Multidecadal decreasing tendency in column transparency, according to observations in the Crimea, Estonia and Moscow, ended in 1983/1984.
Global brightening
 During the 8 years, [1983] [1984] [1985] [1986] [1987] [1988] [1989] [1990] there was volcanically a calm interval during which stratospheric AOD apparently returned to its lowest values. Surprisingly, the column transparency was not entirely restored neither in Estonia nor in the Crimea, evidently indicating a significant contribution by aerosols in the troposphere.
 The second clearing of the atmosphere, after dissipation of emissions of the Mt. Pinatubo eruption, coincided with general economic decline in Eastern European countries after the collapse of the USSR in August 1991.
